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STREAM IMPROVEMENT.

The work insugurated & few years ago of removing obstructions in salmon
streams in Alaska receivea some attention in the soutneastern district, thougn
Gelays were occasloned by ice ana snow. The streams which were opened in 1918
were Anen and Wnitney, on Wrangell Islana, and Olive Creek on Etclin Island.
Some log jams were reweved from tne upper Chilkoot River, ana the falls in
Mill Creek were recducec sufficiently for salmon ‘to ascend. It is said toat
beneficial results from the work alreacy accomplished beve been notec.

Tne importance of tnis work is cbvious, and it is hoped that in time all
streams in Alaska whicn were once open to saluon will be clearea cof aebris
ana log jams ana thus restorea to their forumer use. The work way go further
ana ogen new sireams by the removal of natural cbstructions. Plants of fry ecesh
Can then 0¢ wade In waters nitherto unknown to the salmon anc the parent strean
theory way be given a gractical test. The poesibilities of the work are en-
couraging in that unlimited fields wmay be cpened :t.o- stningw waich
will materially «id in res¢oring «na maintaining the supply of salmon. The
greater the spawning areas of & given section the gre.ater will be the run of
salmon, other tnings being equal.

The only bar to = vigorous prosecution of thne work is the lack of funas.
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), b of Sl The enforcement of the fisheries laws and regulations of Alsska
LAl ped of OCllan
) (:, Vet i . drehe . 18 contingent upon the ability of those charged with such cuties to
{wA {L,J' {"' oy ‘ ¢over the territory regularly during the fishing season. Thie can
/ e, i 1 %) ! .
— | be ucne must effectively by furnishing each man with & boat. Since
wrdid Gl 25 o~ ! : ‘
voadod Lt Puf1 vl e L | the Bureau has but three vessels of its own for this work, it is necessg
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[ 340 © o " . te hire each season several small boats for limited use in certain im-

; portant localities. This was done to & greater extent in 1918 than ever
!
' before owing to the employment of seversl men &s stream watchmen.
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In southeastern Aluks.AthoAnoamr Osprey and the gee boats Murre

and Auklet were regularly engaged in patrol work during the season.
In addition, four small launches, namely, M_gp_q) Kitty, Bee, and
May, were chartered at varicus times. In central Aluh%buu
Prospector (7 tons net), Ellona, and five small unnsmed power boats were
chartered at different times, scme being used continuously for several
weeks while others were used for single trips of but a few days. They
Were engaged chiefly in the Copper’ River and Prince William Sound dis-
tricts.

The packing colmpanies furnishea free transportation to the repre-
sentatives of the Bureau on:several occasions when other facilities

were not available.



SPECIAL PATROL SERVICE.
STREAM WATCHMEN .

The Bureau has given condideration from time to time t¢ the
need of a closer patrcl of the fisheries of Alaska to prevent de-
structive fishing, encroachment upon streaws, and the continuance
of operaticns auring cleose seasons. In the past this werk has been
sericusly hempered by a lack of m)and personnel, but in 1918
additional assistance was securea by the temporary employment of ten
wen as stream watchmen, Wee mcst of whom were connected with the
University of Washington either in a professorial cepacity or as
s tudents, ‘ﬂve of . s’s};;rnac;b to duty in southeastern Alaska
while the other five were detailed to localities in central Alaska.

Much good reéulten from this increase of the patrol force in
the enforcement of the laws and rezulaticns, as well as in the pre-
vnniion of unlawful acte in connection with the fisheries. Further
benefits were obtainec in the collection of data for tne infermution
and use of the Bursau.

It is contemgplstea that this werk will b2 axtended frown year to

 year &s fuily—es funds #IIT perwit until sn adequate patrol force is




VIOLATIONS OF L4WS AND REGULATIONS.

On December 9, 1918, the Supreme Court of the United States de-
livered an opinion confirming the opinion of the /Gi:gcuit,Court of
Appeals for the 9th ,,‘E‘i’rcuit enjoining the Alaska Pacific Fisheries
from maintaining, and compelling it to remove a fish trap erected by

it in Anmette Island waters, Alaskae

N

A case of interest to packers in general was brought on May 23, 1918,
Attorney at Valdez
by the United Statn/( against the Pioneer Packing Company for the non~-payment

of & license tax, an information being filed in the District Court at Val dez
alleging that the Pioneer Packing Company did prosecute unlawfully the bus-

\f_

iness of mmfaciuring without first naving odbtained a license from the

, clerk of the district court. Counsel for the defendant interposed a demurrer

which was overruled by Judge Fred M. Brown on May 28, 1918. At the October 1918,

On October 10,

q term of the district court the case was again taken up when the defendant re-
fused to plead further. Aum of $500 was mbem imposed, The company has

one year from that date in which to appeal. Under the law a license tax of
Gaiesieisl
$500 was leiu agesinst the Pioneer Packing Company for the operation of a clam

cannery at Cordova, Alaska, as a manufactory doing a certain volume of businees.

W,r * The law the
! further provides that if the tax 1s not paig m"?ﬁxﬁﬁ?’ g |
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to the amount :
o‘f the tax which 1§ this case was $500, or o to é
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The ibercrombie Packing Company was tried in the UEY Commissioners

/ﬂgurt at Cordova on July 1, for having fished at six places in Miles

ﬂ"y Leke in June, 1918, with gill nets set less than 600 feet zpart and for

é? “

fishing in Abercrombie Canyon at two points on the east bank of the
Copper River at intervals of less than 300 feet, 2ll in violation of
the regulations of December 29, 1917, 4 plea of guilty was entered to

all complaints and a fine of 500. was paid.

The grand jury at Valdez returned a true bill against the Abercrombie

Packing Company on.four countscinvolving violations of the order of

\Docmber 29, 1917, by the use of set nets in Miles Lake in June, 1918,
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at less than 600 feet apart. The Northwestern Fisheries Company and the

Canoe Pass Packing Company were also indicted jointly on four counts for

similar offenses,

The C
arlisle Packing Company was indicted on three counts for the
operation between /i’ i fg\

a.nd_Capo Whi&* of three fishing
appliances,

each consisting of two distwtr

8ps having their comple-
ment of % -
par )the lpad of one bei

| ng attached to WS
. T by to i m the othery .. Mv}
Ara~s endwise distance of 100 yards
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Pass
Packing Company was indicted for the operation of a similar ap-
paratus.

: “ On July 10, the Northwestern Fisheries Company and the Canoe Pass
l

|

acking Company were tried for wanton waste of salmon at Miles Lake
on June 20. Pleas of guilty being entered, each company was fined\ﬁzoo

and costs. Frem Teets was tried for a similar offemse but was acquitted.



N G W\M ' ’ .
The Vgldez Packing Company was tried)\on August 14 before the U,S CF""’"““*.;&’

'

at Cordova, on a charge of‘having permitted two traps in Fidalgo Bay
to fish during the weekly close period cﬁu July 13 and l4, and—eceon-

.(d fine of §500 *bemé& imposed for each trap. The watchman at
each trap war also tried and fined $100: The cases were appealed.
Settlement was finally effected at Valdez on éeptember 27, when the case

/ wae heard informally by Judge Bunnell. The company after being con-

‘ victed of the offemse charge in the U. S% Mo&h. now
pleaded guilty and secured s reduction of fine from $500 to §100 for
each trap. The fines imposed by the lower court againét the watchmen

C oL
were waived, and the sult against them was dismissed.

On august »22. the Copper River Packing Company was tried before the
- t‘ ,_‘ M -
U.5%C¢"at Valdez for failure to close two of its traps in Fidalgo Bay,
r on Sunday, July 28. The case was prosecuted before a jury which re-
turned a verdict of guilty, whereupon a fine of$400 for both trsps

was imposed. The complaint also named the trap watchmen as codefend-

) ants but prosecutions were not made.
ooy
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" ' /E//P On September 3, three complaints were filed before the U.c. /Gomr’"‘
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at Kodiak,wstesicr, against the 4litak Packing Company charging it with

’(1) % wanton waste of salmon, (2) fanning salmon that had been killed
more than forty-eight hours, and (3) constructing and operating a trap
in lioser Bay,-alaska, within 600 yards laterally of another trap. On
the same day, warrants were served on F. %c Davidson, fuperintendent
of the Alitak Packing Company's Caﬁnery at Lazy Bay, adasia, who, upon
being arraigned, pleaded guilty to the first two complaints, while a
plea of not guilty wasm respect to the third complaint. Two
cases were disposed of ét this time by the imposition of & fine of $200. 5@%’5
and the costs which amounted to §57. The third cace was called for
trial on September 204 at alitak, and resulted in a conviction of the
canpany, which was fined §1,000. aﬁbg:‘gﬁe{wcosts of the prosecution amount-
ing to more than §500. The case was appealed tothe District Court.

On September 21, a complaint was filed before the Ué}ks« uT(Emrmissioner
at Alitak, against the Alasika Packers Associatioﬁ for the construction
of a fish trap in lioser Bay, sdeedeas, within the prohibited distance of
of another trap. The case was tried immediately and resulted in a

conviction of thadésociatlon. A fine of $1,000. and the costs was im-

posed. An appeal was laken.



